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Sprowston Infant School

Information Report

At Sprowston Infant School we are committed to ensuring that all learners have access to high quality learning 
opportunities, and for those who are at risk of not learning, we will intervene and support their needs.

Introduction

Welcome to our SEN information report which is part of the Norfolk Local Offer for learners with Special Educational 
Needs (SEN). The Local Offer is where Norfolk sets out what is available for 0-25 year olds with SEN. For more 
information about the Norfolk Local Offer please look at the Norfolk County Council Children’s Services website at 
www.norfolk.gov.uk/SEND.  All governing bodies of maintained schools have a legal duty to publish information on 
their website about the implementation of the governing body’s policy for pupils with SEN. Our school website can 
be found at www.sprowstoninfant.norfolk.sch.uk.  The information published must be updated annually and be in 
line with the Code of Practice. The required information is set out in the SEN regulations which can be found in the 
Special Educational Needs and Disability Regulations 2014 at www.gov.uk/dfe.  At Sprowston Infants we are 
committed to working together with all members of our school community. This information report has been 
produced with parents/ carers, governors and members of staff. We would welcome your feedback and future 
involvement in the review of our offer, so please do contact us. 

The best people to contact this year are: 

∑ Head Teacher – Robert Edwards

∑ Special Educational Needs & Disability Coordinator (SENCO)  and SRB lead teacher – Emma Wyatt

∑ SEN Governor – Lindsay Gill

∑ Pastoral Support Manager – Heidi Reeve

http://www.norfolk.gov.uk/SEND
http://www.sprowstoninfant.norfolk.sch.uk/
http://www.gov.uk/dfe
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Definition of 
SEN

‘A pupil has SEN where their learning difficulty or disability calls for special educational 
provision, namely provision different from or additional to that normally available to pupils of 
the same age.’ Special Educational Needs - Code of Practice: 0-25 years 

The Equality Act 2010 places specific duties on schools, settings and providers, including the 
duty not to discriminate, harass or victimise a child or adult linked to a protected characteristic 
defined in the Equality Act and to make ‘reasonable adjustments’. The Equality Act 2010 
definition of disability is: “A person has a disability for the purpose of this Act if (s)he has a 
physical or mental impairment which has substantial and long-term adverse effect on his ability 
to carry out normal day-to-day activities” Section 1(1) Disability Discrimination Act 1995

This definition of disability in the Equality Act includes children with long-term health conditions 
such as diabetes, epilepsy and cancer. Children with such conditions do not necessarily have 
SEN, but there is a significant overlap between disabled children and those with SEN. Children 
may, therefore, be covered by both SEN and disability legislation. 

Learners can fall behind in school for lots of reasons; they may have been absent from school, 
they may have attended lots of different schools and not had a consistent opportunity to learn, 
they may have English an additional language, they may be worried about different things that 
distract them from learning or they have a social or emotional need arising from a situation at 
home which impacts on their development. 

At Sprowston Infant School we are committed to ensuring that all learners have access to all 
learning opportunities, and for those who are at risk of not learning or who might have social, 
emotional or mental health needs, we will intervene. This does not mean that all vulnerable 
learners have SEN. Only those with a learning difficulty that requires special educational 
provision or a disability will be identified as having SEN. We endeavour to ensure that learners 
with SEN engage alongside their peers in all activities/learning opportunities on offer and where 
necessary we will adapt the curriculum and learning environment.

Areas of need

(see appendix 
1)

There are four broad areas of need: 

1. Communication and Interaction 
2. Learning and Cognition 
3. Social, Emotional and Mental Health 
4. Physical and Sensory 

At Sprowston Infant School we understand that the purpose of identification is to work out what 
action we need to take to support a pupil, not to fit a pupil into a category. In practice, individual 
children or young people often have needs that cut across all these areas and their needs may 
change over time.

SEN profile of 
our school

Our SEN profile for 2017-18 shows that we have 13.3% of children identified as having SEN in the 
mainstream school (ie: not counting those children in the ASD Base), and 0.5% of those have a 
statement/ Education, Health and Care Plan. 
2.3% of children are identified as having SEN linked to Cognition and Learning 
7.7% linked to Communication and Interaction
0.5% linked to Physical and Sensory 
2.8% linked to Social, Emotional and Mental health

Funding Sprowston Infant School receives funding directly to the school from the Local Authority to 
support the needs of learners with SEN.  This is described in an SEN memorandum.  The amount 
of funding we received for 2017-18 is £206,199 (this includes SRB funding and top up)
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The Sprowston cluster of schools also receive funding from the Local Authority which is 
distributed as ‘top up’ funding for learners who require support that exceeds that available to 
the school. The Sprowston cluster funding for all schools in the cluster for 2017-18 is £322,137.

All schools in the Sprowston cluster have signed a governance agreement which helps us work 
together.  We have written our Cluster policy for SEN which is available on our school website 
www.sprowstoninfant.norfolk.sch.uk

The Sprowston Cluster of schools are committed to working together to improve learning for all, 
and we are able to share resources, training and moderate provision for learners with SEN.  If 
you would like any further information on SEN in the Sprowston cluster please contact
head@garrickgreen.sch.uk

Who is the 
SENCo

Miss Emma Wyatt is the SENCo. She can be contacted on (01603) 429001 or email 
deputyhead@sprowstoninfant.norfolk.sch.uk If you would like to discuss your child’s needs 
please contact her to arrange a time.

How do we 
identify if a 
pupil has SEN

At Sprowston Infant School the identification of SEN is built into the overall approach to 
monitoring the progress and development of all pupils. We assess pupils’ levels of attainment on 
entry and use information from previous settings to support assessments. These will identify 
pupils making less than expected progress given their age and individual circumstances. This can 
be characterised by progress which: 
• is significantly slower than that of their peers starting from the same baseline 
• fails to match or better the child’s previous rate of progress
• fails to close the attainment gap between the child and their peers 
• widens the attainment gap 

We will also consider areas other than attainment – for instance where a pupil needs to make 
additional progress with wider development or social needs in order to make a successful 
transition to adult life. 

We will also consider whether a pupil may have a disability under the Equality Act 2010 and, if 
so, what reasonable adjustments may need to be made for them. 

At Sprowston Infant School our first response to limited progress is high quality teaching 
targeted at their areas for development. Where progress continues to be less than expected the 
class teacher, working with the SENCO, will assess whether the child has SEN. While gathering 
evidence, including the views of the pupil and their parents, we will put in place support tools 
and interventions to secure better progress, where required. The pupil’s response to such 
support can help identify their particular needs.

We also understand that slow progress and low attainment do not necessarily mean that a child 
has SEN and we do not automatically record a child as having SEN. However, they may be an 
indicator of a range of learning difficulties or disabilities. We have access to a variety of 
assessment methods at Sprowston, including: 
∑ The Boxall Profile 
∑ The British Picture Vocabulary Scale
∑ Salford Reading Test
∑ Young’s Spelling Test 
∑ Sounds Discovery Assessment 
∑ Sandwell Maths Assessment
∑ Thrive assessment 

We can also seek advice from other professionals in supporting a child with SEN including:

http://www.sprowstoninfant.norfolk.sch.uk/
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∑ Educational Psychologists
∑ Specialist Teachers
∑ Occupational Therapists 
∑ School to School Support 
∑ Speech and Language Therapists 
∑ Dyslexia outreach teachers

As an outcome to the assessments we will identify targets that will become part of their Pupil 
Learning Plan. These targets will be reviewed on a half termly basis with parents and the pupil. 
In addition, Sprowston Infant School is part of the Sprowston Cluster of schools which work 
together. We work closely within our cluster schools to disseminate funding where needed. This 
funding could be for additional equipment, adult support or physical resources. We can also 
seek support and advice from Children’s Services and paediatricians for families of children with 
SEN.

Education, 
Health Care 
Plan (EHCP)

An Education, Health and Care Plan details the SEN provision a child/young person will receive
from 0-25 years of age. An Educational Health and Care Plan works with all agencies meeting 
with the parents/carers and child. The school, parents, pupil and the local authority work 
together to determine the nature of the child’s needs and assess whether an EHCP is necessary 
for the child to be able to access the relevant curriculum on offer.

Parental 
Involvement

As a school we see learning as a partnership between teachers, pupils and parents. We will 
involve you in supporting your child’s learning, ensuring that you are: 
∑ kept informed about the support your child is getting
∑ involved in setting their targets 
∑ involved in reviewing their progress 
∑ planning next steps for them

We will also involve your child, ensuring that they have the opportunity to review their progress 
and plan their next steps, where appropriate.

Our parent support manager can also offer advice and support especially with needs you may 
also need help with at home. Our PSM is Heidi Reeve and you can contact her on 01603 429001 
or pastoral@sprowstoninfant.norfolk.sch.uk

The approach 
we use at 
Sprowston 
Infant School

Every teacher is required to adapt the curriculum to ensure access to learning for all children in 
their class. The Teacher Standards 2012 detail the expectations on all teachers, and we at 
Sprowston Infant School strive to ensure staff continually access professional development. The 
Teachers standards are available at www.education.gov.uk. Our teachers will use various 
strategies to adapt access to the curriculum; this might include using:

∑ Visual timetables
∑ I-Pads computers or alternative recording devises
∑ Peer support systems
∑ Thrive provision in class
∑ Differentiated work
∑ Quiet work space 
∑ Now and Next board

Some pupils may benefit from additional interventions. These are delivered by trained Teaching 
Assistants and overseen by the Class Teacher and SENCO. Some of the interventions we use are:

∑ Early Language Group
∑ Sounds Discovery 
∑ Rapid Phonics
∑ Numicon – Narrowing the Gap
∑ Precision teaching
∑ Speech and Language targeted work
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∑ Sensory circuits

Staff training At Sprowston Infant School we have highly trained staff to support learners with SEN. Our 
Teaching Assistants have accessed training linked to a variety of Special Needs including 
Dyslexia, ADHD, Autism and Speech and Language Needs. As a school, if we require additional 
support for a pupil we will engage with outside agencies as appropriate – this will always be 
done in conjunction with parents/carers where appropriate. 

Some of the agencies that we work closely with include: 
∑ Behaviour support from CEPP
∑ Educational Psychologists – They observe children at work and a play and suggest 
strategies/resources that can support the pupil.
∑ ASD network team
∑ Speech and Language Therapists – They work one to one with pupils, identifying areas where 

support is required.
Evaluating 
provision and 
reviewing 
progress

Monitoring is an integral part of teaching and leadership at Sprowston Infant School. The SENCO 
and headteacher monitor the provision for all pupils with SEN in half termly pupil progress 
meetings, class/ pupil monitoring and assessment of learning. We follow the ‘assess, plan, do, 
review’ model. Provision for pupils with SEN is reviewed to see if it has made an impact upon 
their learning. If their gap in attainment has narrowed then we decide whether the additional 
support is required. 

If the attainment gap has not narrowed then alternative provision/advice is sought for that 
pupil. Effectiveness of interventions are evaluated by comparing the baseline assessment a pupil 
receives to current achievement. The Senior Management team monitor which interventions are 
effective and adapts them when necessary. In addition to this, parents/carers and children are 
involved in the Learning Plan process and the termly focus child meeting, which is evaluated and 
reviewed every half-term with a meeting with both the parents and children. These allow us to 
evaluate the impact that the additional support is having for learners with SEN and identify what 
is working effectively. Parents receive details about their child’s progress at Annual Reviews (if 
they have an EHCP), focus child meetings and school reports.

Preparing for 
the next step

Transition is part of life for all learners. This can be transition from pre-school to a new class in 
school, having a new teacher, moving on to a new school or mid-year entry from another school. 
Sprowston Infant School is committed to working in partnership with children, families and 
other providers to ensure positive transitions occur. Planning for transition is part of our 
provision for all children and especially for those learners with SEN. Moving classes will be 
planned to take account of all children’s needs. Transition to junior schools will be discussed in 
the summer term with the relevant SENCOs and teachers from junior school. The SENCo and PSA 
arrange additional visits for those children who need it.

How we 
support social 
and emotional 
development

At Sprowston Infant School we take bullying very seriously and believe everyone has the right to 
feel safe and respected. Please see our Anti-Bullying Policy for further information. We have run 
Thrive 1:1 and small group time for children who need it for various reasons including lack of 
self-esteem and emotional support. The PSM supports this also in the classroom environment 
and outside for children who struggle with social relationships and behaviour. The aim of which 
is to encourage healthy, supportive friendships. We have a school council who discuss all issues 
relating to school including developing friendships and supporting peers. At lunchtime we have 
buddies that help with social and emotional interaction.

Have your say… We are keen to develop provision for all our learners, ensuring achievement for all. This SEND 
report declares our annual offer to learners with SEN, but to be effective it needs the views of 
parents/ carers, learners, governors and staff. So please engage with our annual process to 
‘assess, plan, do and review’ for SEN. In the event of a complaint, an open dialogue between 
parents and staff is encouraged, with the aim that any issues can be resolved. Ultimately, if 
necessary, parents can follow the formal complaints procedure set out in the school brochure 
and website.
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Please contact either the SENCo, Emma Wyatt at deputyhead@sprowstoninfant.norfolk.sch.uk
or the Head, Rob Edwards,  at head@sprowstoninfant.norfolk.sch.uk if you would like to discuss 
any of this further.
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Appendix 1

Appendix 1 (taken from Special Educational Needs - Code of Practice: 0-25 years) 

Broad areas of need:

Communication and interaction 

6.28 Children and young people with speech, language and communication needs (SLCN) have difficulty in 
communicating with others. This may be because they have difficulty saying what they want to, understanding what 
is being said to them or they do not understand or use social rules of communication. The profile for every child with 
SLCN is different and their needs may change over time. They may have difficulty with one, some or all of the 
different aspects of speech, language or social communication at different times of their lives. 6.29 Children and 
young people with ASD, including Asperger’s Syndrome and Autism, are likely to have particular difficulties with 
social interaction. They may also experience difficulties with language, communication and imagination, which can 
impact on how they relate to others.

Cognition and learning

6.30 Support for learning difficulties may be required when children and young people learn at a slower pace than 
their peers, even with appropriate differentiation. Learning difficulties cover a wide range of needs, including 
moderate learning difficulties (MLD), severe learning difficulties (SLD), where children are likely to need support in all 
areas of the curriculum and associated difficulties with mobility and communication, through to profound and 
multiple learning difficulties (PMLD), where children are likely to have severe and complex learning difficulties as 
well as a physical disability or sensory impairment. 

6.31 Specific learning difficulties (SpLD), affect one or more specific aspects of learning. This encompasses a range of 
conditions such as dyslexia, dyscalculia and dyspraxia. 

Social, emotional and mental health difficulties

6.32 Children and young people may experience a wide range of social and emotional difficulties which manifest 
themselves in many ways. These may include becoming withdrawn or isolated, as well as displaying challenging, 
disruptive or disturbing behaviour. These behaviours may reflect underlying mental health difficulties such as anxiety 
or depression, self-harming, substance misuse, eating disorders or physical symptoms that are medically 
unexplained. Other children and young people may have disorders such as attention deficit disorder, attention 
deficit hyperactive disorder or attachment disorder.

6.33 Schools and colleges should have clear processes to support children and young people, including how they will 
manage the effect of any disruptive behaviour so it does not adversely affect other pupils. The Department for 
Education publishes guidance on managing pupils’ mental health and behaviour difficulties in schools – see the 
References section under Chapter 6 for a link. 

Sensory and/or physical needs

6.34 Some children and young people require special educational provision because they have a disability which 
prevents or hinders them from making use of the educational facilities generally provided. These difficulties can be 
age related and may fluctuate over time. Many children and young people with vision impairment (VI), hearing 
impairment (HI) or a multi-sensory impairment (MSI) will require specialist support and/or equipment to access their 
learning, or habilitation support. Children and young people with an MSI have a combination of vision and hearing
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difficulties. Information on how to provide services for deafblind children and young people is available through the 
Social Care for Deafblind Children and Adults guidance published by the department of Health.


